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Offices of the Meſſiah. 


Luk iv. 18, 19. 


« The ſpirit of the Lord is upon me, becauſe he 
hath anointed me to preach the goſpel to the poor: 
he hath ſent me to heal the broken-hearted, to 
preach deliverance to the-captives, and recovering 
of ſight to the blind, to ſet at liberty them that 


are bruiſed, to preach the acceptable year of the 
Lord,” 


ak Saviour choſe for his text when he 

preached at Nazareth on a certain ſab- 

2 not long after his baptiſm in 

# Jordan; 1 when he had read it in the 

5 SELL. he cloſed the book and ſat down, and ſaid, 

This day is r your . 
. | 2 | 


I pe was that portion of ſcripture bur 


| 4.3; 4 

and all wondered at the gent words which he 
ſpake, and the eyes of all in the ſynagogue were 
faſtened on him ; but before he had done Deakin, 
his own doctrine was verified in himſelf, namely, 
ic that a prophet is not without honour but in his own 
country and among his own kindred ;” for they were 
offended with his doctrine, and thruſt him out of 
their ſynagogue, and attempted to kill him, but he 
eſcaped through the midſt of them and went away. 

I ſhall not now make obſervations on what offend- 
ed the Nazareens in our Lord's diſcourſe, nor ſpeak 
of his early perſecutions, and how he uſed his divine 
power in Aieppearing from among them that ſought 
to deſtroy him, for this would take up that time 
which I would rather ſpend in treating of his bleſſed 
offices in the world. This ſhall always be to me a 
favourite ſubject, as long as I am his ſervant, and 
permitted to labour in his vineyard. Is ag 

It is certain, Ifaiah, out of whoſe prophecy Jeſus 
read, ſpake thoſe things not of himſelf but'of the 
Redeemer, ſince he has appropriated them to himſelf, 
and which things are the teſtimony of all the in- 
ſpired writers concerning hin 
Our Saviour would read in the ſcripture, to teach 

us they were the true ſayings of God, and that we 
might not be tempted to diſeſteem or flight the law 
— the prophets. He often mentions paſſages out 
of the Bible himſelf, and bid ſuch as wanted to be ſa 
tished concerning him, ſearch the ſcriptures, confeſ- 
ſing at the ſame time, theſe are they that teſtify of 
me. He al ſo blames the Sadducees, becauſe they were 
ignorant of the ſeriptures, and urges no greater rea- 
ſon in his anſwers to the tempter than that it was 
written. He was, no doubt, the God of wifdom, 
and could eaſily have baffled ſatan with the ſtronge 
arguments, but he choſe only to ſay, it is — 

an 


(- $> J. | 
and referred to the holy writings as. to, the words © 
God; nor could the enemy with all his ed 
Rand __ the ſimplicity of our Saviour, In this 


reſpe& he has left us an example that we ſhould fol- 
low his footſteps, when ſatan or carnal men would 
reaſon with us, If they would oppoſe the Godhead 
of our Saviour, 'our anſwer muſt be, How readeſt. 
thou? It is written, “ He is over all God bleſſed for 
evermore.“ Or ſhould they deſpiſe free juſtification, 
the gift of the Spirit, the knowledge of our falvation 
the aſſurance of faith, Chriſt's dwelling in us an 
manifeſting himſelf to us, we muſt appeal to the ſcrip- 
tures, for io it is written: and when meek arguments 
from the oracles of God and our ' Saviour's own 
words are not likely to prevail, we may not uſe 
other wiſdom, or hope to ſuceeed by any other wea- 
pon; this is the ſword of the ſpirit, and “ if men 
hear not Moſes and the prophets, neither would they 
be perſuaded though one roſe from the dead.“. 
© Chriſtians are perſons who have received Jeſus 
Chriſt for their God, and are called by his dame in 
the world; his word decides all controverſies with 
them, and is believed, tho' it contradicts the max- 
ims of the philoſophers, and oppoſes the ſciences of 
the ſchools ; and therefore his diſciples, the true 
chriſtians in all ages and countries, think not, if fuch 
doctrines are probable? or if, that declafation ef 
Jeſus, or this promiſe can be poſſible? but ſimply 
and implicitly they believe him in all things, and 
judge not after, the ſight of their eyes, or after the 
3 75 of their ears, but follow his word through 
thick and thin, through evil report and good re- 
port, and ventüte all chey have eternally upon his 
vord. In this matter our Saviour proves and trieb 
his children, for none, of his dbarines ate of the 
world, nor were calculated to pleaſe men. * 
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ſome point blank oppoſe the common received opi- 
nions of men, and are only poſſible with God; fuch 
are the doctrines. of his divinity, and having the 
whole fulneſs of the godhead in him bodily, his in- 
carnation and being born of a virgin, his miracles in 
neral, his death, his reſurrection, his meeting his 
Jifviples, and ſtanding perſonally and bodily amorig 
em, when the doors were ſhut for fear of the Jews, 
his aſcenſion ina cloud into heaven, and his making 
himſelf known to and dwelling with us. 

But though our Saviour's doctrines do ſo far ſur- 
paſs natural conceptions, and tranſcend all human 
reaſon and knowledge, yet has he not left his chil- 
dren without the happieſt and moſt ſolid certain 
of truth; for whoever believes his doctrine ſh 
know if it be of God, and ſhall have the witneſs in 
himſelf, the Holy Spirit confirms our faith and makes 
dur hearts © rejoice in believing with joy unſpeak- 
ble and full of glory,” we anticipate our heaven 
v4 and have here the evidence of things unſeen. 

It is well, for other reaſons, that we. have the 
criptures, for elſe long ago the doctrines there 
taught had been loſt in whole countries, and the 
heatheniſh religion of nature had uſurped the place, 
ſo that if men enlightened from heaven ſhould have 
come and preached, even in ſuch an age as ours the 
forgiveneſs of ſins through faith, and the comfort- 


able doctrine of the Holy Ghoſt's inſpiration, the 


men of this generation would have been ready to 
condemn ſuch preachers, and think, Ve bring ſtrange 
things to our ears; and ſhould they venture to ſay, 
„We are witneſſes of theſe things,” we have got pax 


don of our fins, and have found Jeſus and eternal 


life, they would be ready to ſtone them for blaſ- 


phemy and preſumption. , But now the ſcriptures 


are in the world, the ambaſſadors of the Lord may 
appeal 
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appeal to them chearfully, and there prove to all 
men, that ſo the apoſtles and prophets believed and 
taught, and ſo it is written, and this is their ſpi- 
ritual weapon in the midſt of an adulterous and gain 
ſaying people. It is an unſpeakable mercy we have 
ſcriptures, and I blame ' ſuch exceedingly who 
take away that key of knowledge from the people.' 
It is a needleſs fear that — 2 unlearned men 
and women would miſcouſtrue it, and begin ſes 
and create ſchiſms in the church; ſuch have not 
done it, but the ſubtile and wiſe ſcholars, the learn- 
ed, and fuch as have atheiſtically ſcorned to believe 
in Jeſus, and who have preferred human wiſdom too 
much, and neglected the teaching of the Holy Spi- 
rit; theſe haye made the breaches, and been the au- 
thors of the dangerous ſeas, theſe have ruſhed into 
ruin and drawn diſciples after them; and therefore 
only becauſe the word of God was not their lan- 
thorn, nor a light to their feet, but they choſe an- 
other way. g bs * 1 72 1 
Le know, my dear brethren, how many promiſes 
ate made to thoſe who keep our Saviour's words, 
they ſhall not taſte of death, and he will keep them 
in the day which ſhall try all them that dwell upon 
the earth; therefore, and becauſe our Saviour fo 
read and fpake out of the ſcriptures, let us prize 
them, and be deaf as the deaf adder to all doftrines 
that glorify not our Lord Chriſt, and whieh are not 
written, nor have the foundation in the ſcriptures of 
truth. Let us, reſt upon their veracity till Jeſus 
who will not ſuffer „ one jot or tittle £6 

paſs away till all is fulfilled.” ag 
So much ſeemed needful to ſay on this hend; 1 
will now proceed to ſpeak of the text in order. 

It begins, The Spirit of the Lord is upon me.” 

Al che children of God have of the ſpirit in W N 
na | u 
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but Jeſus had it without meaſure, even in his man- 
hood, of which it is here ſpoken, the Holy Ghoſt in 
fulneſs deſcended and reſted upon the holy child Je- 
ſus, and qualified him for his great work; In his 
human nature he was weak, and weaker than any 
man, he being only the ſeed of a woman, and in his 
fleſh. he was capable of ſuffering, being tempted, 
jeved, and as liable to all weakneſſes and hin- 
ces as we axe: He was like us in all things, 
ſin only excepted,” therefore was he anointed with 
the fulneſs of the Spirit to be the prophet; king, and 
prieſt of his people. Hence he is called, The Chriſt, 
the Meſſiah, the Lord's anointed;“ for in reſpect of 
his humblingchimſelf and taking the place of Medi- 
ator, being a man, and putting himſelf in the place: 
of 2 was lower than the Father, and indeed 
2 little lower than the angels, the minifter and ſer- 
vant of all, whoſe office and ſervice was to reſtore 
fallen mank ind, to do; God's work, heal the breach 
fin had made, and ſet to rights the ruined creation; 
waſhing; and ſaving the. ſouls in his blood, and bring- 
ing to them ſalvation. For this his dear Father ſpar- 
ed and ſent him, and ;for- this he meekly and wile 
lingly came into the world; this the lowly and gra- 
cious Lamb confeſſes when he ſays, © He hath anoint- 
ed me to preach the goſpel to the poor 3 * it was the 
incipal end of his humiliation to let the poor 
pg there was mercy for them. He was 
made man and anointed-for this embaſſy; it was the 
lorious errand he had in the world, the chief meſ- 
lage he had to bring fromithe throne of his Father, 
d from the ſacred Trinity, that the Hely One from 
on high bad beheld their poverty and ſent them re- 
demption, that they were beloved in heaven, and 
that God Who made them, and from whom they had 
wandered and gone aſtray, had ſeen their affliction 


1c. and 
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and was come down to deliver them, This was the 
glad tidings the ſervatit of the Lord brought to his 
periſhing world, and for this he, who was God from 
everlaſting and the Creator and Maker of all, when 
he had contrived the amazing ſcheme, and the due 
time was commenced, — the heavens and was 
incarnate, ſtooped to carry the news himſelf, as 
well as to pay the ranſom of his enſlaved and captive 
creatures, and willingly offered himſelf to take the 
ſervant's place, ſaying, „In the body that thou haſt 
Prepared me, lo] I came to do thy will O God.“ 
Daniel foreſa who the Meſſiah ſhould be, and 
what perſon ſhould be the finiſher of iniquity, tranf- 
greffion, and fin, and who ſhould make reconcilia» 
tion by being cut off and flain, and bring in everlaſt- 
ing righteouſneſs, and therefore ſpeaks of anointing 
the Moſt Holy. 1 n n 9 ut 
None of the angels might announce the counſel 
of Jehovah in this matter till the Prince of their 
hoſts” appeared in fleſn, and to the poor was the 
goſpel firſt to be preached · The poor are the miſer- 
able part of mankind, the friendlies, the dejected, 
. the helpleſs, ſuch as are apprized of their loſt eſtate, 
and who are unhappy, who cannot take up with 
che world, or be: fatished with their good things, 
but who ſigh and mourn in ſecret, who know 
and feel their impotency, ſin and unworthineſs, 
and who do not know how to be ſaved out of their 
danger; their thoughts are, © of all men I am the 
oft miſerable.ꝰ Theſe firſt and more immediately 
ure the objects of the Lord's charity, and tho 
all ate poor but inſenſible of it, yet theſe are ſenſible 
af it, and their extremity and poverty has been the 
Tauſe of Chriſt Jeſus's coming to help them. They 
| media highly favoured of the Lord, and muſt hear 

dear they are to aun. that made them, and atk * 
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10 
his defigns are concerning them, namely, to love 
them with everlaſtinig love, and to enrich them with 
the — of heaven, and make them poſſeilors of 
the world to come. I bis is eaſily obſerved through- 
put the ſcriptures, as well in our Saviour's ſermon 
upon the mount as in the courſe. of all his preagh+ 
ing, that the poor have the goſpel preached to them. 
And to the poor in - ſpirit, the ſpiritually,popr, how 

lad news is this To: ſuch as were-in-a low e ate, 
d who were little, and baſe, and contemptible ig 

their own' eyes, and who were ready to copclug 
that they were forſaken and juſtly abandoned by the 
Lord, and unworthy his notice dar regard begauſe of 

their ſin, how ſweet muſt the goſpel ſaqund hen: i 

is publiſhed before them; that ſuch ma be ſay 

that the Lord has openedra well of ſalvation fot 
ſuch to waſh in and be clean, that a righteduſheſs;is 
prepared and finiſhed- to dreſs and cloath them for 
the wedding of the Lamb, and that Jeſus had under» 
took for them, had paid their ranſome priee, and had 
forgiven. their debt and diſobedience, ani was now 
ly 


: 


their Saviour! This muſt revive! their ſinking ſp 
rits, and make their heavy and Aifeturtged! Aedn 
rejoice, juſt as good old Jacob's heart reviyed- when 
He Icoked out of his tent, and ſaw indeed the chariets 
and waggons Joſeph had ſent out of Egypt:te fetch 
Him, O; he ſaid, It is true | Joſeph is'yet-alives:T 
will go and ſee him before I die;“ ſo when the re- 
port of the goſpel is brought with power to the 
Lars, and when jeſus himſelf ſpeaks to the heart, 
und brings it out to ſee what he has done far ſin- 
Hers, and how he has ptepared a ſal vation ſor them, 
when he embraces the ſoul and kiſſes it, and His fag 
ftill voice nien Page and inſpires faith, though 
ſmall as'a grain of muſtard- ſeed, they * Mfc 
deceive the welcome: rt and become tlic hart 
e Nm "pi 
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pieſt of all. creatures... As Zacchevus, the chief of 


— puble3nz4n Jericho, received him joyfully, ſo da 
ey, and no condemned criminal, who ſtands read 
to, be executed e the balter anne his neck, 1 
ces to receive the king's pardon, no priſoner i 
250 M1 i: be pak 90580 his cell, no ſlave is ſo 
e to be ran ſomed, as a poor ſinnet to have 
Jes preach. the oſpel to his' heart, and aſſure him 
of Po This i is Jeſu's work and office, this 
mult d o himſelf, and though he ſends out meſ< 
eren the ſame good news, they are like his 
men, RED. they toiled all night but took nothing 
ut him. It 15 his VOICE that 1550 to the heart 
955 only preacher of everlaſting life in th 
Se and he Was 'anvitited to preach the | 
A th e Pore, 
el © th 0 offices is to. heal the broken 
hearted. The Manz, Who ſaw, his day afar off, 
h ad called himſthe Healer, and ſaid he ſhould tile | 
with bowing under his wings, and this he preaches 
His great intention is to create” the world, the 
' heavens and earth ane w, to reſtore the deca eg 
places, and i build up what is fallen rg but eſpe- 
99 5 be h s upon the bre -n-hearted, 
uſt h Remy for therefore was he ſent, 
| of Me he came 52 15 B baun and ſawy the grief and teary- 
o ary and Martha, he was ſo touched that befor, 
he wept . Jet rather than ſe them bear « their 
ng ie eſus called ck their- brother and 
In forien oY hat he gi when, as he w 
entering intg the icy; [ | ping he Imet the Sor 10 
ofag i th e 7 ſon of f his me 9 her, wh 
2 5 ech bingo x; tor cer 1 4 
- WH 5 reli her heart 
WM} 2 the loſs of ket ant fon; Ie 


þ Kr mutt he pity ſouls wt 


2 to Rig fro in the gs 
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1. 12 1 
refuſed comfort. 1 ſu poſe ſhe wiſhed often as Dus 
vid once did for Abſalom, «* Would to God 1 had 
died for thee m wy ſon !” She might think, I am a poor 
diſconſolate and deſolate * — 1 had but one to 
comfort me and he is removed, I have none left to care 
for me ot to be a comforter to me in my old years. O 
call my name Marah, for the Lord Ba ds dealt bit - 
terly by me, he has taken away all I had, and will 


bring down my grey hairs with ſorrow to the 


grave. Thus mourned the childtefs mother till 
approached the grave where Jeſus met her. O ho 
was his heart affeQed, his tender mercies could not 
let him ſuffer it, he ordered the men that carried 
the, b ier to ſtand till, and ſaid to the poor woman, 
Weep not;” as if he would have ſaid, O dear wo- 


man 1 cannot bear thy Ie I know fin has been the 
cauſe of all this; there 
ing, nor death, had not fin entered into the world; 


ad been no ſorrow, nor cry- 


but [ am come down to end it, I am ſent to heal the 


broken-hearted, weep not, I will reftore thee thy ſon; 
and he called him from the dead, and gave him to his 
mother. If ur Saviour could de ſo eeply affected 


in ſuch caſes, and pitied the over-grieved children 


. of men When their loſs was natural, and when ooly 


it concerned temporal things, how much more thi 
grief" is intolerable about 
eir ſin, and who are deck oken-heatted about their 
future ſtate ? He knows what terrors can oppreſs a 
human creature, he has been a man, and bas expe- 
rienced it SER, and 12 ly in "the wilderneſs, 
ahd that by ight eſpecially when be was in fuch dil 
tteſs and anguiſhi that Ae and trembled, 
garden, and feat blood be- 


he cried out; «© My God r 


$80. 2607; an 
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healed.” : When he lays n hand upon the 
heart and ſays, Peace, be ſtill, all is healed, and 
the hurt and pain removed. Remember this when 
ye are troubled, and ye who know what a broken 
and contrite heart is, for he will not deſpiſe it; offer 
it to him for a ſacrifice and he will help you, and be 
aſſured he was ſent to heal the broken-he artec. 
Another part of our Saviour's office was to preach 
deliverance to the captives. He knew all. were fold 
and carried away captive by the enemy; all were his 
- ſervants, and properly ſlaves to ſatan and to 
ſin. The bondage in Egypt was but a type of our 
ſpiritual captivity, he: therefore came to open the 
priſon doors, and to break in pieces the fetters of 
iron and braſs: but this he would do in equity and 
juſtice, therefore he became our ranſom- price and 
was given for us; his own blood was ſhed to buy 
us out of the enemy's hand, and by bearing our ſins 
and puniſhments he merited our freedom. He only 
has the power to bring à ſoul out of the houſe of 
bondage, and deliver him into the glorious liberty of 
the children of God, and make him free indeed. Na 
ſin can rule any longer when Jeſus has made him 
free; ſatan no longer can lead them captive at his 
will when our Saviour has commanded, Let my 
ople go that they may ſerve e...... 
It is a falſe doctrine, that we are bound to ſin as 
long as we live, and muſt ſometimes ſerve the old 
maſter; this is eſtabliſhing e by a law; but if 
a man had been wholly led and captivated by Juſt, or 
drink, or paſſion, or covetouſneſs, or the world, or 
by any other vice, let him apply to the Deliverer and 
he ſhall be ſet at liberty. Our Lord's hands that 
wete once bound with chains and nailed upon the 
_ crofs for him, ſhall unbind him and diſſolve his 
bonds though he had made a league with hell, anda 
* | . covenant 
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covenaift with dexfh;it ſhould not ftand; Itt him call 
the name of the Lord and: he, fhall be ſaved; 
He bi brings the priſofter gut of the priſon · bouſe; and 
tis ſin 40 inbred villainy and wickedneſs, no gui 
no bonds of ſatan can detain, a foul' one mome 
longer when they believe in Jeſus. All doſe their 
wer and become like tow that has touched the 
Ke. Before the word of Cłiriſt all the ſtrong holds 
of ſatan tremble, and every ones bands e 
This every believer has experienced ; they know — — 
flavery cicy were one in, bow unh 7 the were 
under the dominior of ſin till the mig ty , who 
made war with ſatan and overcame, preached. deli- 
verance to them, and aſſu red their 2 he had paid 
their ran ſom, and was now their Redeemer, No one 
has a right to free debtors but the-creditor, and he 
who pays all for them, nor may any man deliver 
1 the Naves from the gallies or plantations, or place 
A | of Tavery but he that bought them. In this re- 
1 ect chere fore has our Lord jeſus the Pre-eminence; 
i r he is Lord of all in braven and earth, and hell, 
{ a can free whom le will. He is the only creditor, 
4 agarnſt him only have we finned, and he only cart 
| frankly forgide us and acquit and releaſe us ; but 
| this de is re ready to do than we to aſk it. It is 
bis office, his work, and delight to preach deliver 
| ance to the captives, and to (er. them at libert 17 
i therefore any are oppreſſed of the devil, or find em- 
| felves chained and bound by: fin, turn to him. as pri- 
ſoners of "hope, look to him and be faved. 14 
| Another t of our Saviour's Work Was to, — 
ver ſight tö the blind. All our ſtupidity and igno- 
| 5 in divine matters is called and e blind. 
| meſs in the Acripture. *: The Gow of this world: has 
f blindet all, and with all propriety may it be faid, 
we were born blind. The blind perſom is not more 
—_. 
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at a loſs to know what light is, or to diſtinguiſh 
colours, than a natural man is nd our 
Saviour and ſee his-ſatvation. This is a hard dpc- 
trine to ſome, and eſpecially to ſuch AS are K nowin 
and gifted men, who have a philaſ@phical genius, and 
alfo'ro religious perſons. who know the letter..af the 
law of God, can diſtinguiſh between ſound and uns 
found preaching, have a4hered to the beſt, church, 
and profeſſed the beſt and moſt orthpdox. ſyſtem of 
faith and religion. to tell theſe of their being blind 
would offend them as much as When our Saviour 
once told it to the ſtrict Jew,' who: angrily aſked 
him, Are we blind alſo? Our Saviour anſwered, If 
ye were blind ye ſhould haveno ſin, but becauſeye ſay, 
we fee, therefore your fin remaineth. For qudgment 
I am come into the wprid,:that they who ſee nut might 
ſee, and thoſe that ſee might be made blind, that 
is, Jeſus was come to open the dyes of the blind, 
and to enlighten thoſe that had ſat in darkneſs and 
in the ſhadow of death, and to remove the ſcales 
from their eyes, as he did by St. Paul, that they 
might ſee God and his ſalvation [But it is a me 
eholy thing when pedple ſuppoſe they know enough, 
855 can ſce' already, and are yet ſtrangers to dur 
aviour, and whoſe eyes were never anointed with 
his eye - ſalbe, neither did they euer come. to him tb 
receive their ſight, Theſe ate thoſe who love darxk- 
neſs, and are af the Laodicean ſtamp and ſpitit, who 
boaſted that they had need of nothing, and knew not 
that they were poor, and miſerable; and blind. Such 
who proudiy ſtand it out, ang will have mo other i- 
Himination: but nature, no:1ight but reaſon, receive 
mo benefit by the goſpetl; Chriſt, the light of the 
world, is of no fervice to them, they ate only the 
more blind, and all their wiſdom becomes a curie 
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and à ſnare to them, and their brighteſt counſels are 
like the counſel of Achitophel, fooliſhneſs. | 
I believe all the gracious adds of our Lord, in re- 
ſpect of his curing fo many blind people in the days 
of his fleſh, were written not only as a hiſtory of his 
deeds and miracles, but that ſouls ſenſible of their 
blindneſs and darkneſs might apply to him and be en- 
lightened. Let them then who are ſpiritually blind 
tread in the ſteps of Bartimeus, and others, let them 
fit in the way begging, and tho“ they ſhould be per- 
ſuaded and charged by their prudent friends, who 
are afraid of their being righteous over-much, to 
hold their peace, and not make ſo much ado, yet let 
them cry ſo much the more, Lord Jeſus l thou 
Son of David have mercy ùpon me.“ See only the 
aſtoniſhing effect Bartimeus's prayers had upon the 
Lord, he ſtood ſtill ! he could not proceed on his jour- 
ney till he had helped him, he called him to him, and 
aſked him, What wilt thou that I ſhould do unto 
thee ? and he anſwered, ©* Lord, that I might receive 
my fight; and Jeſus faid, receive thy ſight, thy faith 
has ſaved thee, and he received his ſight and followed 
Jeſus in the way.“ If you wiſh, O that I knew the 
road in which Jeſus would go, or could be fo hap 
as'Bartimeus, to know the place where he would pa 
by, I would beg like him, and not ceaſe till I had pre- 
vailed; then know, as ſurely as Jeſus paſſed along the 
road to Jericho, ſo ſurely is he preſent where two or 
three are met in his name; go and ſit with them, and 
be aſſured Jeſus paſſes by: If you cannot ſee him, he 
fees you, and has compaſſion on you. Speak to him 
and beg of him, as a beggar intreats for an alms; let 
neither friends nor foes prevent you to cry to him, till 
de has ſaid to you, Receive your fight, your faith 
das made you whole.“ Thus has our Saviour done to 
many thouſands, and is come into the world on that 
wm _ errand, 


( 79.9 
errand, to preach recovering of ſight to the blind. He 
only ſaid in the beginning of the creation, Let there 
be light, and there was light,” the ſame ſaid only to 
the blind eyes Ephatha, and immediately the faw, 
let him only ſpeak the word and you ſhall no longer 
walk in darkneſs, but have the light of life. Many 
of thoſe who were healed by our Saviour could not 
relate diſtinaly how Jeſus did the miracle, and nei- 
ther did he work the ſame by all, but ſpat upon the 
ground, and anointed one man's eyes, touched ano- 
ther's, and only ſpake to a third; but this all could 
ſay, „One thing I know, that whereas I was blind 
now 1 ſee.” So ſome who have been converted: and 
brought into marvellous light by the divine occulift, 
and whoſe blind 'eyes his tender mercy has opened, 
cannot always relate the direct manner of his dealings 
with them, or tell as others, ſtep by ſtep, all his 
racious proceedings with them, but this all can'af- 
irm, I know I was blind, I know TI was in dark 
neſs, and walked in darkneſs once, I did not know 
whether I was going to heaven or hell, I was blind 
to my patt and intereſt in the Lamb, I did not ſee 
him, I did not look upon him, I was blind but now 
I ſee; I ſee Jeſus, 1 ſee the Cys — make for my 
peace, mine eyes have ſeen the Lord's ſalvation; he 
has recovered my fight, and I walk no longer in the 
cloud and in darkneſs, I know whither I am going, 
am a-child of light and of the day, 'the Sun of righ- 
teouſneſs is riſen upon me, the Lord himſelf is my 
light and my ſalvation, he is my ſun by day, and my 
moon by night, and my light ſhall go down no more: 
God, my own God and Saviour, the Sun that went 
down in clouds and blood upon the mount Golgotha, 
is my light, and his countenance, once es! with 
ſhame and ſpittle, is my everlaſting brightnefs. 
Vet another office of our Saviour was to ſet at li- 
berty them that were bruiſed, This is to releaſe ſouls. 
OE” Wo” buffeted 
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buffeted and hurried by ſatan, to extricate the temp · 
ted, and ſuch as are continually unſettled and unſafe 
Ebenen the perſecution and envy of the ſerpent. 
here are ſome ſouls of whom it may be ſaid properly 
they are bruiſed ; — are ſore with trials, and ſur- 
rounded with numberleſs temptations, but they have 
2 friend who, was tempted in all points like them, 
who will preach. deliverance to them, and ſet them 
at liberty, fo that the enemy ſhall not approach to 
touch them and to do them violence no more; theſe 
haye been like ſheep: driven from the fold and wor- 
ried 15 and down in the wilderneſs by beaſts of 
ere. ut Jeſus is their good ſhepherd, he ſays, I 
will go after that which is driven away, I will bind 
up * which is torn, and heal that which is fick, 
and I will bring them back and feed them in good 
paſture.” There are ſome in the world pitiable in- 
deed, ſore apd bruiſed above meaſure, but to none is 
Qur Saviour more nigh and tender than to theſe ; he 
Pities them, and will ſurely lead them ſafe out of all 
temptations, and be their Saviour out of all their 
troubles ; he will comfort all that mourn, they ſhall 
ſooner or later find him wipe away the tears from their 
eyes, and leave no cauſe to complain or figh any more 
for ever. Are ye bruiſed ? tarry the Lord's leiſure, be 
ſtrong and be ſhall comfort your heart, only put you 
your truſt in the Lord; tho' you ſo in tears you ſhall 
reap in joy, and though heavineſs may engure for a 
night joy ſhall come in the morning; though you 
paſs through the fire, and go through deep waters that 
rage and fwell againſt you, remember who has ſaid, 
«Ye ſhall not be burnt, neither ſhall the waters 
ſwallow you up;' he will ſay one day to you, Ve 
are they which have continued with me in my temp- 
tations, I alſo haye appointed you to fit down with 
me in my kingdom; come in yo Weary and heavy laden 
ſouls, enter the joy of your Lord! "PET 
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There is yet another office of our Saviour to be 
treated of, and that is, to publiſh the acceptable year 
of the Lord. There is a day of grace, and an accep- 
ted time in which God is found, and wherein ſalva- 
tion is tendered and offered, ſo long the door of the 
wedding chamber is open, ſo long the trumpet of ju» 
bilee ſounds, and it is poſſible to let this ſeaſon of 
mercy flip.and paſs over. This was the caſe of the 
Iſraelites of old, Forty years long was God grieyed 
with them,“ and when they always erred in their 
hearts and gave no credence to his word, after he had 
ſaid, “ To-day if ye will hear my voice, he ſware that 
they ſhould not enter into his reſt.”” They were more 
thoughtful about the onions and garlick of Egypt, 
than to get the vineyards and oliye-yards of Canaan; 
they longed more to go back. and get the fleſh- pots 
and herbs of the heathen than the land flowing with 
milk and honey, wherefore God gave them up ta their 
luſts and they periſhed in the wilderneſs. Thus now 
many look after the pleaſures and yanities of the 
reſent life, and deſpiſe the pleaſures at God's right 
—5 they are eager and athirſt for the things of 
this world, to redeem them from which it has coſt 
the Lord ſo dearly, and the true land of Canaan, the 
glory of all lands, they ſlight; all his tender calls are 
of little weight to them, the price with which they 
were ranſomed and baught is lighted, and they let 
the day of jubilee paſs over, and ſo fall into the ſad 
eſtate of Jeruſalem, ovet which our Saviour weeping 
ſaid, O that thou hadſt known in this thy day the 
things that make for thy peace, but now they are hid 

from thine eyes.” Ns 
On the other hand, many embrace the graciaus 
opportunity, and while it is called to-day Jay hold on 
everlaſting life, It is our Saviour who has the ho- 
nour to let the ſoul hear, Now is the acceptable 


time, 


1 
time, now is the day of Salvation!“ O that he would 


preach it to all here, and give you chearfully and 
joyfully to betake yourſelves now to the ber 


and hiding place of his wounds, that when the night 


comes, when no man can work, ye may be ſafe in 
the refuge, and accepted for ſons and daughters of 


the Lord Almighty. | - . 


The day and year of grace is now come, the goſ- 
pel is now preached, Salvation is now ſet before you, 
all things are ready, let your hearts'alſo be ready, 
and enter in by Jeſus, ſo ſhall ye experience all his 
tender mereies and loving kindneſs. Let your eyes 
be faſtened on him, and your ears attend to the gra- 
cious words that proceed out of his mouth, hear all 
he ſays, and abide with him; let him be your friend 
and Saviour, let him be the riches of your poor ſouls, 
and preach deliverance to you in your captivity, let 
him open your eyes and anoint them with his tears 
and blood, it is the beſt eye-ſalve, let him heal your 
broken hearts, and comfort you in all afflicting times. 
Get an inſight into his wounds and ſtripes, learn to 
prize their healing, and to them bring every diſeaſe, 
and pain, and grief till you are entered into your 
Lord's joy. Sit down at his feet, like Mary, and 
hearken what he will ſay concerning you. Attend 
upon him and he will preach to you, he will be your 
miniſter, and ſecretly manifeſt to you his love and 

race; be will ſet you at liberty from all trials, and 

d a way for you to eſcape in all temptations, and 
be your preſent help in the time of trouble. I have 
proved him and found him thus to me, and I heartily 


recommend you to him, that you alſo may be his: 


witneſſes, and rejoice in your good Miniſter and Lord 


who is only worthy to receive bleſſing, and honour, 


and glory for ever. Amen 
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